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may explain the forms like Malay and Batak tanan ;
Malagashy tknan; Cam tanin ; Jarai tonan, all of which
mean " hand,"
Some of the dialects of the Malay peninsula for
designating 'elephant' has a word with the element
tan, ton : tangdl^ maintong.
If some of the details of these modern forms are very
obscure, the case is different with Indo-Aryan matangat
" elephant." One can discover there, at the first sight, the
element tan preceded by the prefix ma. Matanga-, which
is thus the name of an animal, is also used sometimes
to mean an aboriginal tribe 'of India, as it very often
happens (cf. Olden berg, La religion du Feda, trans.
Henry, p. 71,72).
The existence of a prefix ma- in the Austro-Asiatic
languages is proved specially by the following example :
it is found in Santali maran which A, Campbell translates
as '" great, large, big, huge, to become or cause to
become great, large, big, huge; first-born, principal,
head, chief" ; maran is derived from a root ran, Ian and
a prefix ma- as is indicated by the words which mean
" great" in languages of the same family : Cam, praun^
Jarai pron, gloft. In modern Annamite Ion " great"
has only preserved the root. But the middle Annamite
mldn still preserved, in the  17th century, the trace of
the element ma.
In Khasi a particle of emphasis ma- is placed before
the pronouns. " Jfa- prefixed emphasises the pronoun ;
nga la ong, ma - nga-l said, even I " (Linguistic Survey
of India, II, p. 9). It even seems that this particle of
emphasis used in polite forms before the pronoun of the
second person exists in a contracted form along with it.